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SHORT VISIT GRANT
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ESF ACTIVITY

Unit(s) : LESC

Activity Title : Integrating population genetics and conservation biology: Merging 
theoretical, experimental and applied approaches

  Activity Acronym : CONGEN
PROJECT

Title of the proposed research project : Disease threats to bird diversity on islands 
Date of visit (starting date) : 24/04/2006 

  Duration : 15 day(s) 

  Travel Granted : 350  

  Applicant's Name : Dr. Javier Perez-Tris, Madrid, Spain 

MAXIMUM AMOUNT GRANTED

TOTAL ESF Grant FUNDING : 1625 

HOST INSTITUTE(s)
  Dr. David Richardson, Norwich, United Kingdom

ACTUAL EXPENDITURE
Travel Cost :



 

 

 

 
 

Javier Pérez-Tris 
Departamento de Zoología y Antropología Física - Unidad de Vertebrados 
Facultad de Biología. Universidad Complutense de Madrid 
E-28040 MADRID 
Tel. 91 394 49 49 / Fax. 91 394 49 47 
 

e-mail: jperez@bio.ucm.es  
 

http://www.ucm.es/info/zoo/Vertebrados/javi/eng/index.html 

 

 
 
Joanne Goetz 
Life, Earth and Environmental Sciences 
European Science Foundation 
1 quai Lezay-Marnésia 
BP 90015 
67080 Strasbourg Cedex 
France 
 
 

ESF - SHORT VISIT GRANT - SCIENTIFIC REPORT 
 
Applicant name: Javier Pérez-Tris 
Reference number: 886 
 
Purpose of the visit 
 
The visit was conceived as an opportunity to present my recent work at the School of 
Biological Sciences, University of East Anglia, aiming to share ideas and establish a 
future collaboration with the members of the host institution on parasitism as a threat to 
biodiversity. 
 
Description of the work carried out during the visit 
 
During my stay in the UK, I gave two talks at the University of East Anglia. The first 
talk (“Within-host speciation of malaria parasites”) presented a recent case study from 
my lab. The second talk (“Cryptic diversity of malaria parasites and its importance in 
ecology, evolution and conservation”) was aimed to summarize past research developed 
by my group. I also took the opportunity of being in the UK to give the latter talk at the 
Department of Zoology, Oxford University. 
 
Description of the main results obtained 
 
The discussion raised during my stay was extremely fruitful to devise venues for a 
future collaboration between the Complutense University in Madrid and the University 
of East Anglia in Norwich. Our project will use the Atlantic archipelagos as natural 
laboratories to explore events of rapid evolution of host-parasite interactions and their 
implications for conservation of geographically restricted biota. Such collaboration will 
be made institutional by applying for funding from different Spanish and English 
bodies, and interchange of students (mostly PhD students) and postdocs. 
 



 

 

Future collaboration with host institution 
 
As mentioned above, establishing a collaboration with the host institution was the main 
objective of my visit, which can be viewed as very successful from that perspective. 
 
Projected publications/articles resulting or to result from your grant 
 
At the moment I do not have any publication in preparation derived from this visit, but I 
obviously expect that the collaboration established will translate into several papers. 
 
Signed, 
 
Javier Pérez-Tris 
Research Fellow 
 


